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Introduction
The primary reason for this research paper is to explore the answers to three questions, 
which are; does the Bridge-Transition Program own up to what it was designed to accomplish, is 
the transition to college through Bridge-Transition easier academically speaking, does this program 
targets only minority and if so why.  After answering these questions I hope to understand what it 
is exactly that students are taking away from this program that could possibly help them with their 
success here at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  In order to gather the information 
that will be displayed throughout this research paper, I interviewed students who are currently in 
the Bridge-Transition Program.  I have also interviewed an instructor who has taught the students 
in this program. But in order to answer my main research question; is this program beneficial to 
it’s’ students, the interviews with the students are very crucial. In this paper I will also use myself 
as a source.  This topic was chosen due to the fact that I am in fact a student that went through the 
Bridge-Transition Program in order to attend U of I. But quit honestly, I think I would have done 
fine at the university without it.  Bridge-Transition has been said to be beneficial to it’s’ students 
on many levels.  But as far as academics I do not believe it has been beneficial to the students apart 
of the program.  So this paper seeks to determine the opinions of different students to actually see 
if others feel the same way as I.  Speaking with these different age groups will allow me to 
understand how Bridge-Transition is seen on both ends of the students and staff members.
History of Bridge-Transition 
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Bridge-Transition Program was established in 1986. This program is a campus sponsored 
program designed to provide assistance to a group of 100 students admitted to the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  There are a variety of factors that are taken into consideration for 
acceptance into the Bridge-Program.  These factors are the strength of the applicants’ high school 
background, the degree of difficult classes, accomplishments in and outside of the high school 
atmosphere, and the students ACT score is taken into consideration for admittance.  The students 
are accepted into the University through the Educational Opportunities Program and then placed 
into the Bridge-Transition.  The program is located in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
When in Bridge a student is required to be in Bridge-Transition for 2 years of their academic 
school year, a total of four semesters.  At times students are able to leave Bridge-Transition early 
to declare their major and transfer to the college of their choice but only if they are in good 
academic standing and if they have completed the required core courses for the admission to the 
College and/or curriculum (The Transition Program par.2)
There are two components to the Bridge-Transition Program the summer bridge component 
and the academic school year component. But the summer Bridge program can also be broken into 
two categories as well, Bridge and Transition.  A student with a score of 15 or lower on the ACT 
English subtest area or a score of 16 or lower on the ACT mathematics subtest area is eligible for 
admission consideration only through participation in the Educational Opportunities Program and 
placement in the Summer Bridge component of the Transition Program.  Unless, there is strong 
evidence that participation in Summer Bridge is not necessary for the student’s success.  Bridge is 
where 50 out of 100 students are required to stay on the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign campus for a total of six weeks.  This summer program is sponsored by the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences.  All expenses are taken care of through financial assistance.  Expenses 
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like tuition, room, board, and books, these expenses are covered only during the summer and not 
for the actual school year.  During these six weeks students have to take courses like mathematics, 
composition, and basic skills development.  They also receive an allowance of $20 a week and a 
stipend of a total of $400.  But what students have to do in order to secure a spot in the university 
during the actual school year is maintain a “C” average in the summer courses, this apply for both 
Bridge and Transition (The Transition Program par.10).    
Transition is the part where students are required to take summer courses at a community 
college instead of taking courses at the University.  An applicant with a score of 17 or lower on the 
ACT English subtest area (320 on the SAT Verbal subtest area) or a score of 17 or lower on the 
ACT mathematics subtest area (350 on the SAT Math subtest area) is eligible for admission 
consideration through participation in the Educational Opportunities Program and placement in the 
Transition Program (The Transition Program par.4).  The factors that determines whether or not a 
student will be placed in Bridge or Transition is a placement test, a personal interview, and 
personal interview questions that the students are required to answer prior before the interview. 
The academic year component is, each fall the 50 successful Summer Bridge participants 
join the 50 Transition participants along with 100 returning sophomores from the following year to 
now experience the actual school academic year.  During this component each of the 200 
Transition students are assigned Graduate Advisor.  Graduate Advisors are responsible for 
providing academic, career, and personal counseling to a group of twenty students.  The students 
are required to meet with their Graduate Advisor once a week; these meeting are considered 
mandatory.  These meetings are to monitor the progress of students in their classes to ensure 
success (http://www.courses.uiuc.edu/cis/programs/urbana/2006).  Looking at this information will 
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help me understand the credentials that students who were chosen had to met and let me know the 
general information about this summer/academic program.
Bridge-Transition Goal    
The goal of the Transition Program is to provide the students with a “home base” where 
they feel comfortable to ask questions, express their concerns, and receive the required support, 
advice, and encouragement to be academically at, and to graduate from, the University of Illinois 
(The Transition Program par 14).  Understanding the goal of this program is very vital because it 
will allow me not to assume or go off of what I think the program should offer but what it was 
designed to offer and what it is suppose to offer its students.  Knowing the programs goal will 
allow me to better evaluate whether or not is it actually owning up to what it is designed to 
accomplish. 
My Bridge Experience   
When I first found out that I was accepted into the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign I was ecstatic.  To be accepted into a school I never thought I would get into all 
because of my ACT score was a self-esteem and confidence booster.  But the catch was I had to go 
through the Bridge-Transition Program.  When my ears first heard this news I said to myself “so I 
did not get accepted on my on I have to go through a program?”  But even though this thought ran 
through my mind I was willing to go through with the program because U of I is well-known for 
outstanding academics.  The Transition program sent me a letter in the mail regarding a necessary 
test I would have to take before admittance in the actual program.  When I read the letter my heart 
began to race and I then became nervous about taking this required test.  I remember me thinking 
to myself, how I am terrible when taking test and that is what got me into this situation in the first 
place.  When I actually went to take the test I remember I walked into a room with individuals who 
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looked like they felt the same feeling of anxiety as me.  But, I did take the test and was accepted.  I 
then had to attend an orientation designed to inform the potential students about Bridge-Transition 
on a more personal level.  They had a panel of Bridge-Transition students telling personal Bridge-
Transition stories.  From the orientation I got a sense that Bridge-Transition was not going to be all 
that hard or difficult. But was I wrong!  
When I arrived to the university over the summer for Bridge I was excited but at the same 
time nervous to be away from home.  As the day went on I realized that this experience would not 
be like I imagine it but worst.  Work is what we saw from the time we woke up until the time we 
went to sleep.  We never really had personal time and the free time, but when we did have free 
time it was pre-planned for us.  I honestly think that the purpose of Bridge-Transition was to teach 
us time management more so than anything else.  When Bridge was finally over I was so excited to 
go home and said if I had a choice I would never chose Bridge-Transition again. 
Other Students Experiences and Expectations 
While gathering information I interviewed a number of individuals who participated in 
Bridge-Transition.  I went into the interviews with certain questions that I wanted answered. 
Questions such as; how was your experience, was Bridge-Transition beneficial to you, what did 
you expect, and would you do it all over if had the option. I conducted an interview with Janay 
Barret and Chanti Robinson.  These two young ladies are freshmen at on the U of I campus. 
During the interview they had a lot of opinions to voice. 
Markierra: So how was your Bridge-Transition experience?  
Janay Barret: Bridge was very intense. I don’t stress out very easily but many individuals that were 
around me seemed to be much stressed. But I think it was easy personally compared to the visual I 
first had of the program.  Because when I had my interview with Pam Greer the director of the 
program she tried to scare me. She had me talk to Lakeshia Jones who said “Oh, Bridge is so hard; 
it’s going to be extremely hard.” 
Chanti Robinson: I agree with Janay to an extent Bridge was not hard in terms of the work.  My 
first thought of the program especially after the Bridge orientation was; this shit is going to be 
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hard.  It was hard, don’t get me wrong but I thought the work its self was what was going to be 
hard.  But for me it was the work load in my opinion.  I truly didn’t know what to expect from 
Bridge. 
Janay Barrett:  You were just sleep deprived and I don’t think that, that was healthy for a growing 
body.  I think that some of the stuff they did it was just overwhelming like, giving us a tremendous 
amount of homework to turn in the next day.  But in college you get days to complete an 
assignment.  If I could change anything about the program I would change the work load and the 
daily schedules.  I think if the purpose of Bridge is to prepare you for college, they should give you 
more of a college schedule, oppose to like high school because that is what it was like, to me.    
I conducted interviews with other students and ask them same question; do you feel Bridge 
was beneficial.  All of them almost had the same response.  Latonya Jones a freshman here at the 
university was quit unsure when I asked her if the program was beneficial.
Markierra: Do you think Bridge was beneficial?  
Latonya: Not really.  Like I said earlier the classes over the summer gave me a review, especially 
in math. So I guess you can say the summer classes were helpful to a certain degree.  I was also 
able to improve on my writing as well over the summer. 
Markierra: So it was helpful? 
Latonya: Yeah, in certain areas I guess. 
Markierra: So if you had the option of doing Bridge or just coming into the university through 
regular admissions, which would you choose? 
Latonya: I would choose Bridge, regardless of the brutal treatment (laughter). 
Markierra: Why? 
Latonya: Because Bridge allowed me to get to know the campus before the actual school year, I 
developed friendships, and it basically gave me a sense of how the actual school year would or 
could be like.  
I also interviewed a student that did not go through the summer Bridge component but 
came to the university through the Transition part.  I spoke with Antwain Johnson a freshman here 
at the university majoring in Broadcasting Journalism.  Even though this young man came through 
the Transition component, Antwain wishes he would’ve done summer Bridge.  
Markierra: What did you like about the Transition program?  
Antwain: I mean I liked it because I got to still have my summer to myself unlike the students in 
the summer Bridge portion. This also gave me the opportunity to come in like the regular students. 
But we do get Graduate Advisors just like Bridge students do.  I was glad that this was offered to 
me because my Graduate Advisor helped me with my financial aid, made sure my grades were 
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staying up and not dropping basically assistance that I am pretty sure that others students who are 
not in this program do not receive. 
Markierra: If you had to do it all over again will you do Bridge or Transition? 
Antwain: I don’t know I think I’m kind of iffy.  But I think I would’ve did Bridge because I think I 
would’ve been better prepared for the work load here at the university.  Then again I have heard 
that students who did do Bridge were sleep deprived and there were a lot of social implications 
between the students.  In terms of what would be more beneficial for me dealing with the transition 
from high school to college I would’ve have chosen Bridge.    
            
In my findings, many of the students that I interviewed all had negative things to state 
about the Bridge-Transition program but all of them stated that if they had the option of attending 
Bridge they would do it again.  When I asked students about their Bridge-Transition experience I 
almost receive the same facial expression and feedback.  Many of the students stated that their 
experience was horrible especially the students who completed the Bridge summer program in 
which they had to stay on campus for six weeks.  They all expressed that this program was too 
intense in terms of their daily schedules and overload of work.  Many of the students complained 
about the work load and how in college a student will in fact have more than one night to complete 
assignments.  These interviews allowed students to voice their opinions about the Bridge-transition 
program and answered the question of whether this program is beneficial to the students 
Minorities and Bridge-Transition  
One of my research questions was; does Bridge-Transition target minorities only.  Both 
students and staff answered this question. I tried to get both perspectives regarding this issue.  For 
this question I made sure that I talked to the director of the program Pam Greer.  Since I am apart 
of this program I noticed that majority of the program consisted of mainly minority so I questioned 
this racial set up, was this a coincidence or done purposely.  So, I interviewed the Pam Greer the 
Director of Bridge-Transition and within this interview we discussed this issue.   
Markierra: Does this program target minority? 
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Pam: When this program was designed it was not designed to be a minority based program. 
However, students in it are under the umbrella of the Educational Opportunities Program which 
does have a vase that deals with under representative population.  In that we have had a number of 
different ethnicities come through the program, most are the students are in state those who are not 
in inner collegiate sports but those who are in inner collegiate sports that’s where you will get the 
out of state students.  It also depends on the coach and this coach is getting more students from 
Illinois.  But at the same time it was not centered around being for students of color really it was 
numbers driven in that 17 and lower in English and 18 and lower in Math as that target focus 
because we have had students from the rural area, just from all over; big towns, small towns, all 
over.  But the majority of students are students of color. 
 
Through an interview over e-mail with Mike Odom the coordinator of reading/study skills 
for the Bridge-Transition program I asked him the same question.  Throughout the years that you 
have participated in the summer Bridge program have the majority of your students been minority? 
If so, why do you think it has been this way?  Mike answered and wrote; the overwhelming 
majority (if not all) of my students have been minority students.  The exact make-up of the class 
will shift from year to year.  I remember that when I first started teaching the class was almost 
entirely African-American.  Over time, however, there has been a rough balance between 
Latino/Latina students and African-American students, and there has also been a growing number 
of Asian-American students as well, though they are still under-represented as a group.  I would 
hesitate to call that shift a trend since I have only been teaching in the program for four year.  It is 
certainly still related to the deep racial and ethnic divides that persist in terms of who receives 
quality secondary education in our nation, but the factors that perpetuate that divide are difficult to 
set down into a neat summary or into a list of generalizations.  
When I asked the students if they thought that the program targeted minorities they all 
stated that they do think the program targets minority.  In an interview with Antwain Johnson he 
answered yes and gave an explanation for his assumption.
Markierra: Do you think this program targets minority? 
Antwain: Yeah, when you come from an inner city school, like I come from Simeon and in 
majority of those schools they don’t expect you to have high grades or do well so, I feel that the 
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Transition program gives these students a chance to come into this university and show how that 
we to can come here and do as well as the other students.  
When I asked two freshmen young ladies by the name of Chanti Robinson and Janay 
Barrett, their explanation of the Bridge-Transition program targeting minority leaned down the 
path more so for equality on campus.  
Markierra: Do you think Bridge-Transition targets minority?
Janay: Yeah, that’s what it is suppose to do offer equal opportunity to minorities. 
Chanti: I think the program targets minority as well.
Markierra: Do you think that’s fair?
Janay: Yeah, because look at our university. 
Chanti: Yeah. 
Janay: It’s just giving us a chance. 
Chanti: Exactly.  
Bridge-Transition was not designed to target minority but it just so happen that many 
factors can contribute to this racial selecting.  Factors like a student’s socio-economic status and 
the level of quality of a student’s secondary level education.  Unfortunately, majority of the 
students who were accepted into the university through the Transition Program falls within these 
certain factors. 
Analysis   
After conducting interviews with staff and students and reviewing the Transition program, 
my opinion of it changed drastically.  At first I thought that the Bridge-Transition program was a 
waste of my fellow peers and I summer.  I thought that the goal of the Transition program was to 
more so teach students’ new college bound information.  But after researching this program I better 
understand the purpose of the program which is to provide support to the students and to get them 
on the right track as far as grades, before they declare their majors and be on their own at the 
university.  To make sure that students have a smooth transition from high school into college and 
provide them with the necessary tools and resources that are needed.  Talking with the different 
students made me realize Bridge was actually beneficial and has helped me with the transition 
from high school to college in many levels; socially and academically.  I am sad to say, that it took 
for me to hear my fellow peers testimonials in order for me to open my eyes and realize how 
valuable the Transition program has been in terms of my academic success here at university.  
According, to majority of students although they had negative stories more than positive 
ones, they all said they would still participate in this summer program all over again if they had the 
choice.  They all had the same response in terms what they have taken away from Bridge-
Transition which was time management and dealing with a large work load.  In addition all the 
students were thankful for the friendship bonds, the awareness of campus and just the exposure to 
campus before arriving to campus for the academic year.  
In conclusion researching this program has allowed me to better understand the goal, 
history, and become more knowledgeable of this excellent program that I am actually affiliated 
with.  I would like to thank my fellow peers for expressing their feeling about the Bridge-
Transition Program and helping me to open my eyes and see how this program has been beneficial 
to my peers and I.    
                                                                Appendix 1  
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                                 Jones, Latonya. Personal Interview. 2 April 2008.
Markierra: How are you doing? 
Latonya: I am doing good kind of tired but today is going good so far.  How long will this take 
because I have to start on a paper myself? 
Markierra: Not long.  Just don’t take long answering my questions. We shouldn’t be any longer 
than thirty to forty minutes.  Girl don’t act like you don’t want to spend no QT (quality time) with 
me.  
(Laughter) 
Markierra: How was your experience like during Bridge? 
Latonya: ha ha ha……. that shit was hard! Naw for real. They gave you a lot of work and it was 
too much at one time. Like every teacher assigned homework and expected you to do them all and 
turn them in on time regardless. So um…. I would say it was hard but it had its’ fun times but very 
little.
Markierra: So you’re basically saying that the work load was overwhelming?
Latonya: Yeah.
Markierra: If you could change anything about Bridge what would it be? 
Latonya: What would it be let’s see um…? (Sighs and pause).  I would say like um... they should 
have gave us more activities to do, to take our minds off work and allowed us to relieve stress that 
we may have had.  The activities that they did offer to us, they should’ve not only planned them 
for the weekend.  I think they should have let us experience college life a little more than what they 
did. 
Markierra: What was a typical day for you in Bridge?
Latonya: Waking up at 6:30, going to breakfast, going to two hour long classes back to back, and 
eating every four hours (laughter) that’s basically it.
Markierra: Well, being an incoming freshman and coming to a huge campus like U of I and not 
knowing people basically being away from home on your own. Did Bridge help you with the 
transition? 
Latonya: I think Bridge more so helped me with dealing with a huge work load.  It also taught me 
how to get along with other people considering the fact that I am a person that tends to myself. 
Markierra: The students that attended Bridge with you were they majority minority groups or was 
it a melting pot of different ethnicities?
Latonya: Minority.
Markierra: Minority? 
Latonya: Yeah, minority 
Markierra: What minority groups?
Latonya: African Americans, Latinos and Latinas (pause) that was majority of them. 
Markierra: Was Bridge difficult as far as the work? Would you say it was difficult? 
Latonya: No, the work itself was not difficult.  The work load was difficult. Trying to balance it 
and worrying about if you were going to be able to turn it in on time was difficult. 
Markierra: So, do you feel the work that was given to you and your peers were college bound work 
or work that should’ve already known from high school?  Since you said the work was not 
difficult. 
Latonya: I would say it was more so a review of work that you should have already known from 
high school.  But at the same time the work slowly transitioned into work that you may or may not 
see here at the universities.  Especially since our teachers from over the summer taught here at the 
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universities they tried to make sure that they taught us material that they would expect their 
incoming freshman class to already have known. 
Markierra: Earlier you mentioned a placement test.  So, as far as the placement test what was its’ 
sole purpose? 
Latonya: I think the placement test was basically to see where individual students were as far as 
academics.  To know what level class that student should be placed in during the summer.  I really 
don’t think the placement test was designed to determine acceptance into the Bridge program. 
Markierra: Ok, when you say what level to place you in over the summer what exactly do you 
mean? Can you further elaborate? 
Latonya: Well Bridge was broken down into four different levels with four and three being the 
highest and one and two being the lowest.  Those who where placed in one and two needed more 
help in certain areas like reading and math than the students in three and four. 
Markierra: Do you know the actual qualifications that students had to meet in order to even be 
considered for Bridge? 
Latonya: Well, the students who were accepted were students who all had high grade point 
averages, were all at the top of their high school senior class, and they all had good grades.  But we 
all scored low on the ACT test.  So I think the qualifications were that you had to be an 
outstanding student in high school but the only down fall was your ACT test score.
Markierra: So it was primarily based off of an individual’s ACT score? 
Latonya: I believe so.  Since U of Is average acceptance ACT score is I believe 27.  And none of us 
met the ACT requirement to get accepted though regular admissions.
Markierra: Do you think that the classes that were taken over the summer were beneficial or gave 
you an advantage with the classes that you are taking now during the actual school year?
Latonya: Not really.  Like I said earlier the classes over the summer gave me a review, especially 
in math. So I guess you can say the summer classes were helpful to a certain degree.  I was also 
able to improve on my writing as well over the summer. 
Markierra: So it was helpful? 
Latonya: Yeah, in certain areas I guess. 
Markierra: So if you had the option of doing Bridge or just coming into the university through 
regular admissions, which would you choose? 
Latonya: I would choose Bridge, regardless of the brutal treatment (laughter). 
Markierra: Why? 
Latonya: Because Bridge allowed me to get to know the campus before the actual school year, I 
developed friendships, and it basically gave me a sense of how the actual school year would or 
could be like. 
Markierra: I think those are all the questions I have because I can’t think of anymore. 
Latonya: Good. Because I did not want to cut you off and ask you did you or did you not forget I 
have to do a paper too since you was tape recording the interview. 
Markierra: Shut up! (Laughter)    
  
                                                                 Appendix 2
                         Odom, Mike. Email Question and Answer Interview. 26 April 2008. 
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Hello Markierra,
I have answered the following questions based upon my experiences as a Reading/Study Skills 
instructor, so I would not say that the answers to questions regarding curriculum or course content 
are necessarily indicative of the program as a whole.
1. Throughout the years that you have participated in the summer Bridge program have the 
majority of your students been minority? If so, why do you think it has been this way? 
The overwhelming majority (if not all) of my students have been minority students.  The exact 
make-up of the class will shift from year to year.  I remember that when I first started teaching the 
class was almost entirely African-American.  Over time, however, there has been a rough balance 
between Latino/Latina students and African-American students, and there has also been a growing 
number of Asian-American students as well, though they are still under-represented as a group.  I 
would hesitate to call that shift a trend since I have only been teaching in the program for four 
years.
Many smart folks in education and sociology could probably provide better answers than I could as 
to why this disparity exists.  It is certainly still related to the deep racial and ethnic divides that 
persist in terms of who receives quality secondary education in our nation, but the factors that 
perpetuate that divide are difficult to set down into a neat summary or into a list of generalizations. 
2. What percentage of your students would you say could have been successful at the U of I 
campus without participating in Bridge? 
I hate to speculate, and I would hesitate to fix a “percentage.”  It also depends upon how we define 
“success.”  If “success” refers simply to graduation rates, then I would say probably place the 
percentage at roughly half, and I would add that the figure would be higher among the 1’s and 2’s 
than for the 3’s and 4’s.  If we define “success” in terms of students earning higher, more 
“marketable” GPA’s, completing a program of study within 4-5 years, remaining at the U of I for 
the duration of their educations, and becoming more engaged in the extracurricular life of the 
university, the rate would drop significantly.   
3. Do you enjoy the summer experience? Why did you volunteer? 
I enjoy it immensely.  I still look forward to late June when the new session starts.  
As for why I volunteered -- technically, I didn’t.  It is a job, and I do get paid.  When I came to the 
program, though, I was looking for a summer position that would allow me to develop my tutoring 
and mentoring skills.  I wanted to work with a group of students in a classroom environment that 
offered a different dynamic than the one that I was used to during the semester.
4. As a teacher what did you take from the summer Bridge experience?   
Where to begin?  The most significant thing that I take away from the Bridge experience is the 
opportunity to work closely with my students and become more involved in the educational 
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process.  I also enjoy working with students fresh out of high school who tend to be enthusiastic 
and motivated.  The classroom environment as a whole is more energizing and enlivening than 
those I teach in during the semester.
5. What would be some things you would change about the summer Bridge program? Why? 
I would divide study skills and reading so that we could spend more time on verbal skills.  In 
general, I feel that as a culture we are becoming less engaged and less habitual readers, and being a 
good reader impacts such a large range of intellectual endeavors.  
6. Is there a specific curriculum that teachers must follow and how is that curriculum 
designed? 
Instructors largely build their own curricula for their courses.  The program identifies a set of skills 
that each class should emphasize, but the structure of the course and the day-to-day course 
activities are largely left to the instructor.  This approach is largely geared to allow instructors to 
adapt the course to fit the needs of their particular group (1-4) and to allow them to integrate their 
own persona, approach, and pedagogical practices with the specific demands of the Bridge course. 
7. Are the courses more so a review of what students should already know or how classes 
would be during the actual school year? 
I think they are a mixture of both.  They reinforce skills that students were introduced to in high 
school, but they also provide a glimpse of what actual course work will be like in the fall.  In my 
course, most students have probably read for main ideas, identified thesis statements, and have 
done vocab drills in high school, but they likely have not discussed basic logical structure or dealt 
directly with drawing inferences from the implications of a text.  I also try to provide readings 
similar to those that the students will encounter in their Rhetoric classes in the fall.
8. If you could say anything about the summer Bridge program good or bad what would it be?
The Bridge program is incredibly valuable.  I wish I would have been told several of the things that 
the program communicates to incoming undergrads before I went to college.
 
                                                            Appendix 3 
                   Janay, Barrett, Robinson, Chanti. Personal Interview. 18 April 2008  
Markierra: Did Bridge-Transition teach you something? 
Chanti: Um….Not really. Well yes and no. It taught me that college was going to be a lot of work 
and that I would have to learn how to make time and learn how to balance my time. I mean I could 
have gone with out it honestly.
Markierra: Janay. 
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Janay: Yeah. I think so. Well I think it taught me something (laughter). But I would definitely do it 
all over again. 
M: As far as academics, did you learn anything new in Bridge? 
J: Yeah! Because if it wasn’t because of Bridge I would have not received a “B” in math.
M: Just math?
J: Math and writing. I feel like because of my great teacher Sam Looker I became a better writer. 
C: Um……No, I did not learn anything new. 
M: So, would you do Bridge all over again? 
C: Hell yeah! 
J: I would too.
M: Why? 
C: Because it is easier coming into college knowing people rather than being by yourself not 
knowing anyone. 
J: I agree, because it is like a form of networking, like you get to meet a lot of different people not 
just like other students. But like how Pam had different people from different colleges within the 
university come and talk to us. 
M: What were your expectations of Bridge before you actually participated in the program? 
J: Scared as hell! 
C: Boot Camp. 
M: Why? 
J: Because Pam tried to scare us.
M: So when you actually participated in Bridge, was it what you expected? 
J: No, it was easier. 
M: Easier? Why? 
J: Because when I had my interview with Pam Greer the director of the program she tried to scare 
me. She had me talk to Lakeshia Jones who said “Oh, Bridge is so hard; it’s going to be extremely 
hard.” No, it wasn’t hard at all. The only problem was you were just sleep deprived and I don’t 
think that was healthy for a growing body.  I think that some of the stuff they did was just 
overwhelming like, giving us a tremendous amount of homework to turn in the next day.  But in 
college you get days to complete an assignment.  If I could change anything about the program I 
would change the work load and the daily schedules.  I think if the purpose of Bridge is to prepare 
you for college, they should give you more of a college schedule, oppose to like high school, that’s 
how it was set up in my opinion.    
C: I agree with Janay to an extent Bridge was not hard in terms of the work.  My first thought of 
the program especially after the Bridge orientation was; this shit is going to be hard.  It was hard, 
don’t get me wrong but I thought the work its self was what was going to be hard.  But for me it 
was the work load in my opinion.  I truly didn’t know what to expect from Bridge. 
M: What do you think the purpose of Bridge was? Why do you think we had to go through that 
program to attend the university? 
C: Transition from high school to college. To help us with the transition because high school and 
college are very different from each other. More freedom, spear time, harder classes, and a more 
intense work load. 
J: I think honestly, it was just a way for us to get into the university because we didn’t have high 
enough ACT test scores.  I just think in the long run if you can make it through Bridge you can 
make it through any year of college because Bridge is much more intense than an actual academic 
year of college.   
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M: If you took anything away from Bridge what would it be? 
J: I don’t know 
C: I would say time management how to manage my time and how to deal with an intense load of 
work. 
M: Did Bridge help you with any of the classes that you took during the school year. 
J: Yes, my math class. I left high school getting “D’s” in math and came to college and received a 
“B” in math.  Over the summer, in Bridge our math work was similar to the math I did during the 
actual school year.
C: I don’t think Bridge helped me with any of my classes this year. 
M: Those are all the questions that I have.
 
                                                               Appendix 4 
                                    Greer, Pam. Personal Interview. 20 April 2008 
Markierra: Who was the first person who started Bridge-Transition and what was his or her 
purpose for starting this program? 
Pam: It was a combination of people and um ….it was in the early eighties a situation occurred, 
there were a lot of intercollegiate athletics particularly in the sport of football who were coming to 
school but not graduating and it was publicized in one of the big magazines and newspapers that 
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this was happening.  So the chancellor at that time was offended by this.  So, he wanted something 
done about it, so he got a committee to come up with a solution.  This committee was lead by a 
professor off campus by the name Professor Barksdale along with the assistant dean at the time and 
a person in the French department, Professor James Anderson and I believe one or two more 
people.  They gather together to come up with some type plan.  They looked at some models in 
Georgia and I think they looked at a Michigan model and time went on, they then took a break I 
think.  But then the committee convened again and Professor Anderson became the Chair, 
Professor Barksdale stepped down because they were thinking about doing something different. 
They ended up coming up with a program but it could not be a program just for athletes and yet 
there were other students that were being denied admission and these individuals were students 
who had maybe a 17 or lower on the English component on the ACT or 18 or lower on the Math 
on the ACT.  But for those students who had that number and something else around it, we found 
out that even though they may have been number one in their high school class they were denied 
admission and it was because of scores.  So, they were looking at factors and said well so these 
students maybe considered “at risk” because the average ACT around that time was around 23, 24. 
The committee gathered together and said “what can we do?”  They came up with this model.  In 
the model they will take in 100 students; 50 will participate in the summer piece and 50 will 
bypass the summer and start in the fall.  Of those seats about 30 will be reserved for students in 
intercollegiate athletics; 15 for the summer and 15 for the academic year.  Also, our program is 
under academic support services, meaning were under the colleges.  So, the nice part about that is 
that when we’re working with students them and being able to affect what happens with them as 
far as adding, dropping classes and just what happens on the academic end versus just providing 
support.  What we know Bridge to be now is the model that Ronald Woolfolk designed.
M: Does the program target minority? 
P: When this program was designed it was not designed to be a minority based program. 
However, students in it are under the umbrella of the Educational Opportunities Program which 
does have a vase that deals with under representative population.  In that we have had a number of 
different ethnicities come through the program, most are the students are in state those who are not 
in inner collegiate sports but those who are in inner collegiate sports that’s where you will get the 
out of state students.  It also depends on the coach and this coach is getting more students from 
Illinois.  But at the same time it was not centered around being for students of color really it was 
numbers driven in that 17 and lower in English and 18 and lower in Math as that target focus 
because we have had students from the rural area, just from all over; big towns, small towns, all 
over.  But the majority of students are students of color. 
  
                                                       Appendix 5 
                           Johnson, Antwain. Personal Interview. 29 April 2008. 
Markierra: How did you like the Transition Program? 
Antwain: I mean I liked it because I got to still have my summer to myself unlike the students in 
the summer Bridge portion. This also gave me the opportunity to come in like the regular students. 
But we do get Graduate Advisors just like Bridge students do.  I was glad that this was offered to 
me because my Graduate Advisor helped me with my financial aid, made sure my grades were 
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staying up and not dropping basically assistance that I am pretty sure that others students who are 
not in this program do not receive. 
M: If you had to do it all over again will you do Bridge or Transition? 
A: I don’t know I think I’m kind of iffy.  But I think I would’ve did Bridge because I think I 
would’ve been better prepared for the work load here at the university.  Then again I have heard 
that students would did do Bridge were sleep deprived and there were a lot of social implications 
between the students.  In terms of what would be more beneficial for me dealing with the transition 
from high school to college I would’ve have chosen Bridge.   
M: What were you expectations? 
A: Well, my expectations of Bridge were I would probably miserable as hell over the summer.  As 
for Transition I felt like it would be good for me because I only have to take one class and I can 
still have my summer to myself.  Transition allowed me to still prepare for college over the 
summer and come into the university ready academically without spending my entire summer on 
campus.
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